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The people of France have made it no secret that those of
England, as a general thing, are, to their perception, an
inexpressive and speechless race, perpendicular and unsociable,
unaddicted to enriching any bareness of contact with verbal or
other embroidery. This view might have derived
encouragement, a few years ago, in Paris, from the manner in
which four persons sat together in silence, one fine day about
noon, in the garden, as it is called, of the Palais de l Industrie -
the central court of the great glazed bazaar where, among
plants and parterres, gravelled walks and thin fountains, are
ranged the figures and groups, the monuments and busts, which
form, in the annual exhibition of the Salon, the department of
statuary. The spirit of observation is naturally high at the Salon,
quickened by a thousand artful or artless appeals, but no
particular tension of the visual sense would have been required
to embrace the character of the four persons in question. As a
solicitation of the eye on definite...
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