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ABC-CLIO, United States, 2005. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 229 x 152 mm. Language: English . Brand New
Book ***** Print on Demand *****.The petroleum industry is among the most lucrative and most important in
the world, and its impact within the realm of international politics is tremendous (although it can be
overstated). Taking a well-balanced and objective approach to the complicated web of political and economic
threads that make up the fabric of the oil industry, Falola and Genova introduce the most salient aspects in
clear language, oEering cogent and up-to-date information about the countries, companies, international
organizations, and people who shape the contemporary history of the black gold. The relationship of
international politics and the global oil industry aEects everyone but is understood by few. Taking a well-
balanced and objective approach to deconstructing this intricate web for those unfamiliar with the industry,
Falola and Genova introduce the major players in the field, oEering cogent and up-to-date information about
the countries, companies, organizations, and people who shape the contemporary history of oil. They break
down the essentials, describing the discovery process, the diEerent types of oil, and the various processes by
which oil gets to the market. Then they provide a brief history of the major oil-producing countries, followed by
a discussion of OPEC and international eEorts to control the price and supply of oil. AFer setting the stage, they
introduce the most salient political issues that are influenced by oil, namely environmental protection, human
rights, and economic development. Finally, a look at each of seven major oil exporters-Iraq, Mexico, Nigeria,
Norway, Russia, Saudi Arabia, and Venezuela-demonstrates that the black gold can be both a blessing and a
curse for the countries that produce it. Despite the need to learn how to exploit alternative energy sources
before the oil runs...
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