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achieving a peak altitude of about 70 miles to win the Ansari X Prize. Several entrepreneurial launch companies
are planning to start taking paying passengers, also known as space flight participants, on suborbital flights
within the next few years. Virgin Galactic intends to enter commercial suborbital space flight service around
2009, launching from a spaceport in New Mexico, and according to the company, plans to carry 3, 000
passengers over the subsequent 5 years, with 100 individuals having already paid the full fare of 200, 000. In
addition, 4 individuals have already paid an estimated 20 million each for space flights to the International
Space Station on a Russian vehicle that launches from Kazakhstan. According to a Futron Corporation market
study on space tourism, the orbital and suborbital space tourism market could attract up to 15, 000 passengers
and generate revenues in excess of 1 billion per year by 2021, with suborbital space tourism likely generating
the most 11 demand. Several other companies in the United States and elsewhere, including former Ansari X
Prize competitors, continue to develop their vehicles for space tourism. For example, Russia is developing a
reusable launch vehicle, Cosmopolis 21, for space tourism flights. Spaceports are being developed to
accommodate anticipated commercial space tourism flights and are expanding the nations launch capacity.
As of August 2006, the United States had five federal launch sites, six spaceports with an FAA launch site
operators license, and an additional eight spaceports have been proposed ( see fig. 3). Although their individual
capabilities and level of infrastructure development vary, these facilities may house launch pads and runways...
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