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axis is north and south the light received on the two sides must
be equivalent and there can be but slight difference in the
amount of rainfall. The soil being residual derived from the
weathering of the same rocks cannot have differed, in the
beginning at least, in any important respect on the two sides.
The only obvious difference between the two slopes is the
condition of the surface of the ground. The west slope is
covered Avith a desp carpet of fallen leaves and leaf mold
while the opposite slope is swept bare of leaves by the wind so
that there is little or no humus formed and the ground is
somewhat more exposed to erosion from surface runoff. The
soil of the west bank gives a neutral or faintly acid reaction to
litmus paper. That of the east bank, on the other...
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