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Twenty-Third President of the United States, March 4, 1889, to March 4, 1893 It is not a contest between
schedules, but between wide-apart principles. The foreign competitors for our market have, with quick instinct,
seen how one issue of this contest may bring them advantage, and our own people are not so dull as to miss or
neglect the grave interests that are involved for them. The assault upon our protective system is open and
defiant. Protection is assailed as unconstitutional in law, or as vicious in principle, and those who hold such
views sincerely can not stop short of an absolute elimination from our tariff laws of the principle of protection.
The Mills bill is only a step, but it is toward an object that the leaders of Democratic thought and legislation
have clearly in mind. The important question is not so much the length of the step as the direction of it. Judged
by the executive message of December last, by the Mills bill, by the debates in Congress, and by the St. Louis
platform, the Democratic party will, if supported by the country, place the tariff laws upon a purely revenue
basis. This is practical free trade - free trade in the English sense. The legend upon the banner may not be Free
Trade - it may be the more obscure motto, Tariff Reform; but neither the banner nor the inscription is
conclusive, or, indeed, very important. The assault itself is the important fact. Those who teach that the import
duty upon foreign goods sold in our market is paid by the consumer, and that the...
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