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city near Sacramento, where it probably still remains. This curious freak of Nature is not therefore an invention
of our own. To the same traveller - Mr. Edgar Besant - we are indebted for the description on which is based our
account of Empire City. The striking of oil in Canada in the manner described by Gilead P. Beck was
accomplished-with the waste of millions of gallons of the oil, for want of casks and buckets to receive it, and
with the result of a promise of almost boundless wealth-by a man named Shaw, some ten years ago. Shaw
speculated, we believe; lost his money, and died in poverty. Names of great living poets and writers have been
used in this book in connection with a supposed literary banquet. A critic has expressed surprise that we have
allowed Gilead Beck s failure to appreciate Browning to stand as if it were our own. Is a writer of fiction to stop
the action of his story in order to explain that it is his character s opinion and not his own, that he states? And it
surely is not asking too much to demand of a critic that he should consider first of all the consistency of a
character s actions or speeches. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of thousands of rare
and classic books. Find more at This book is a reproduction of an important historical work. Forgotten Books
uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally...
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